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The Frog Family Lesson Plan Ideas 

 
Duration: This story may be used over three to four lessons with young beginners 
while older children will work through it faster.  The preschool games book contains 
teaching tips and more information on using the stories and it’s is recommended as a 
complement to these lesson plans.   
https://www.teachingenglishgames.com/esl-games-for-kids 
 

Pictures Flashcards Provided:  
 
Father, mother, brother, sister, baby, grandmother, grandfather 
Insect, frog, hot, cold. 
See story 4 for pond and grass. 

 
Pre-Story Ideas 
 

Listening games to introduce family members 
 
Introduce the family members using the flashcards.  Keep the story pictures for later.  
You may teach mother and father or mummy and daddy as you prefer, but just teach 
one version.  Depending on the ability of your children it may be best to leave 
grandmother and grandfather out until another lesson or introduce them when you 
come back to read this story again in the future. 
 
Start with some listening games from step one or two to introduce the vocabulary for 
the first time.  Once you have played a simple game such as Jump the Line, play Copy 
Cat Commands and tell the children to mime different family members and copy each 
other. 
 
Speaking games 
Then play some easy speaking games such as Chinese Whispers or Duck, Duck 
Goose followed by Mother May I?  Next play some more Miming Games but this time 
the children must guess which family member is being mimed and name them. 
 
You’ll find all these games in the preschool games book here: 
https://www.teachingenglishgames.com/preschool-kindergarten-esl-games 
 
Hot, cold and actions 
Next introduce hot and cold and revise the actions jumping, swimming and eating, 
which you taught using previous stories in the series.   
 
Play the Getting Warmer game using a hidden object.  Next play Snap with hot and 
cold cards.  Take a pack of playing cards and say that black is cold and red is hot, so 
hearts and diamonds are hot, and spades and clubs are cold.  Shout out "Hot!" when 
there is a match of two hot cards and "Cold!" when you have a match of clubs or spades.  
Then you can continue the idea using colours. 
 
Play Run and Touch where you tell the children to touch something hot or cold.  
Anything red is hot and anything blue is cold.  Objects can be items of clothing the 
children are wearing and anything in the room. 
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Now, if it is not too much for your pupils, put all the cards together including family 
members, hot, cold, grass and pond and play any listening game such as Musical 
Bumps or All Change.   Continue to play games until your pupils understand the 
vocabulary. The children do not have to be able to say all the words at this stage, but 
they do need to recognise the word when they hear it and show that they know what it 
is.  When this is accomplished it is time to proceed and read the story. 
 

Ideas During Story Telling 
 

The story takes place around a pond. First introduce each member of the frog family. 
Then the frogs feel hot and jump into the pond, then they feel cold and jump out. If you 
have the possibility to do so you may create a pond using a blue blanket, and create 
grass around the pond using green fabric, or improvised items that you can lay your 
hands on. If it is not practical for you to use bulky materials, then just seat the children 
in a circle and imagine that the space in the middle is the pond. Any props just add to 
the fun but are not indispensable.  The children can each draw some grass or each 
colour in the black and white grass flashcard from story 4 and you can place their 
pictures around the pond. 
 
You may choose to cut out the frogs so that they have no background.  You then place 
each frog in the pond and on the grass at the appropriate moment in the story. On a 
second reading you can allow the children to place the correct frog in the correct place 
as you tell the story. 
 
A further idea for a third reading is as follows: Attach a string to each frog.  Let each 
child wear a frog around his or her neck and play that specific family member.  If you 
have many children you can increase the number of brothers, sisters and baby frogs 
in the family.  You may use the story illustrations provided to do this, and it is highly 
recommended that you laminate them, and then use a hole punch and string to be able 
to hang these pictures around the children's necks. 
 
Another option is to simply hand out pictures and 
let the children hold them.    Or, if you have 
Teaching English Songs CD2 you will have masks 
of all the characters for the children to wear – either 
cutting out and colouring the black and white ones 
or wearing the pre-coloured ones directly.  (Sister 
frog mask is shown right but not to size). 
 
Finally, if you prefer to keep things simple you can 
ask the children to decide which family member 
they are and mime without giving out any pictures. 
 
This is a good story to act out to parents in an end 
of term show.  As the children gradually become 
familiar with the vocabulary and the story they can 
introduce themselves saying things such as "Hello, I'm brother frog".  Then before 
jumping into the pond the child or children can say, "I'm hot, I'm very, very hot." etc.  
This will make more of a performance and you can read out any parts of the story that 
you need to. 
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Note: Grandmother and grandfather frog are also provided.  It may be wise to introduce 
these at a later reading so as not to overwhelm your pupils.  If in doubt do less and 
keep it simple.  You can always add in more vocabulary later.  For example, the children 
will learn clothing in stories 19 and 20.  That will allow you, when you return to this 
story, to describe the clothes the frogs are wearing.  If you choose to put on a show 
and you have done clothing with the children, they could dress up as the frogs in the 
pictures. 
 

Post-Story Ideas 
 

Origami Jumping Frog 
On Youtube you’ll find videos of how to make a jumping frog out of green origami paper. 
With these, tell the story and flick the frogs into your pond. Thanks so much to Michela 
Zecchini for this idea, she says it’s hilarious! 
 
To find this online try searching for “origami frog tutorial” or “origami jumping frog” and 
you’ll find plenty of options. I’m sorry not to give links here, but they become out of date 
so it’s better if you make a fresh search. 
 
Rhymes and hand gestures 
Say the rhyme below and use hand gestures to show how many frogs there are, and/or 
actions for jumping in the pond, or sitting on the logs.  If you can put these words to a 
simple tune so much the better.  You can put this to the tune of Ten Green Bottles.  
Change the words slightly to fit with a tune you know if necessary. 
    
There are 5 green frogs sitting on some logs. 

5 green frogs sitting on some logs. 

One jumps into the pool where it's cool,  

and there are 4 green frogs 

sitting on some logs. 

 

4 green frogs sitting on some logs. 

One jumps into the pool where it's cool, 

and there are three green frogs 

sitting on some logs. 

 

etc. until there are no green frogs on the logs. 

 
Play any games from the book to revise the vocabulary and ideas in the story.  Diving 
for Treasure is a good one as the children can be frogs jumping in to the pond to collect 
treasure.  Put a frog around each child's neck and play one of the Guess Who Has Got 
It games.  When the children guess who has got it they say mother frog has got it, or 
brother frog has got it, etc.   
 
Making Families 
 
With the frogs still around their necks let the children dance around to music as frogs.  
When the music stops the children must get into families.  To join a family the frog must 
say something such as "Hello, I'm mother frog".  If the family need a mother the children 
in that family say Hello mother frog, come in.  If the family already have a mother frog 
the children say Goodbye, or No Thank you. 
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Who Is It 1 
 
The child knocking on the chair says something that you specify such as I'm hot!  I'm 
very, very hot.  The child says this in a voice that imitates a family member.  Low for 
the father, a baby voice for the baby, and so on.  Let the children have a practise all 
together first so they have the idea.  Then start the game.  The child in the chair must 
guess which family member is speaking and name them: e.g. Hello brother frog!  If you 
have over 12 children have two or more pairs going on at the same time. 
 
Whose Shadow is it? 
 
A child goes behind the sheet and mimes one of the family members.  The other 
children name that family member.  Have two children at once behind the sheet miming 
the same family member if you have more than 12 children. 
 
Remember that you have a Bingo set for the family members, which you can use now 
or keep for revision at a later point. 
 
Related Resources 
 
This story is part of a series available from: 
https://www.teachingenglishgames.com/kindergarten-stories 
 
Songs to go with this story are available from: 
https://www.teachingenglishgames.com/ESLSongs2 
 
Animated Power Points with audio from native speakers are available here: 
teachingenglishgames.com/learn-english-with-movies 

 
The Preschool Games book is available from: 
teachingenglishgames.com/esl-games-for-kids 

 
Worksheets for this story will be available: please email Shelley Ann Vernon on 
info@teachingenglishgames.com for info. 
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